
Paxton House, Scottish Borders
Friday 17 – Sunday 26 July 2020

Summer Festival of Chamber Music



Welcome to Music at Paxton 
Festival 2020!
 

This year we celebrate great personalities and events in 
the company of wonderful musicians who have prepared 
exciting and captivating programmes especially for us. 

In the 250th anniversary year of Beethoven’s birth there is a 
chance to hear a range of the great man’s finest chamber 
music performed by outstanding interpreters. The brilliant duo 

of violinist Tamsin Waley-Cohen and pianist Alasdair Beatson, tenor James 
Gilchrist with pianist Anna Tilbrook, and the dynamic Maxwell Quartet 
present key works, and the performance of the monumental ‘Diabelli Variations’ 
by internationally-renowned pianist Imogen Cooper is an occasion not to be 
missed. Imogen also combines with the Maxwells – our Associate Ensemble –  
to present Dvořák’s grand Piano Quintet in a partnership unique to Paxton.

Further inspiration comes from exciting local events and historic figures.  
The Brook Street Band and Concerto Caledonia celebrate Patrick Home,  
the builder of Paxton House, and the opening of the famous Union Chain Bridge. 
We are also delighted to welcome a firm Festival favourite, pianist Steven 
Osborne, soprano Elizabeth Watts and pianist Sholto Kynoch, and  
the wonderful Gould Piano Trio. In addition there are talks, a masterclass, folk 
and choral music in the Marquee, our family concert in Kelso, and much more.

Finally, we would like to thank our supporters, including the Patrons, 
Benefactors and Friends of Music at Paxton, numerous trusts and foundations, 
our sponsors and the team of volunteers whose help is invaluable to us.

Angus Smith, Artistic Director

Tickets: 0131 473 2000 / hubtickets.co.uk
Public booking opens Monday 20 April

—

Get Involved …
Would you like to join our friendly 
team of volunteers? Typical roles 
include accommodation for our 
guest musicians, page turners and 
front of house/box office assistants. 
More information from Volunteers 
Coordinator, Marianne Butler:  
01289 386 022 / 
volunteers@musicatpaxton.co.uk   



Sat 18 July, 2.30pm · 45 min

Old Parish Church, Kelso
—

Music at Paxton Family Concert:
Brook Street Band

Lisete da Silva Bull  
Baroque Flute & Recorder
Rachel Harris Baroque violin
Tatty Theo Baroque cello
Carolyn Gibley Harpsichord
—

Mr Handel’s Pleasure Gardens:
Welcome to 18th century England and 
Scotland! The Band presents a lively 
programme of dance music featuring 
fireworks, water, animals and a whole 
lot more! Highly recommended for all 
ages from 5 upwards.

Tickets £6/£4 concessions (unreserved) 
FREE ENTRY for under 12s
In association with Kelso Music Society

Sat 18 July, 5pm · 1 hr (no interval)

Folk in the Marquee
—

Sally Simpson Fiddle
Catriona Hawksworth Keyboard
—
This dynamic young duo presents a 
wonderful blend of Scottish music and 
their own new compositions influenced 
by folk traditions in Scandinavia and 
beyond.

Tickets £10/£6 concessions (unreserved)
In association with Live Music Now Scotland

“a high quality event for  
both young and old, 
aficionado or beginner.” 
Seen & Heard International

Fri 17 July, 6.45pm · 20 min
— 
Festival Introductory Talk
—
Angus Smith Artistic Director,  
Music at Paxton

In this short talk, Angus will introduce 
the musicians appearing in this 
year’s festival and the fascinating, 
wide-ranging programmes they are 
presenting for us.

FREE ENTRY to opening concert ticket holders

Please note:
All concerts and associated events are 
held in the Picture Gallery and include 
a 15-minute interval unless otherwise 
stated. Event duration is approximate 
and given as an indication only.

Fri 17 July, 7.30pm · 2 hr
—

Steven Osborne Piano
—
Schubert  
 Piano Sonata No. 21 in B flat, D960

Rachmaninov  
 Prelude in D minor 
 Fugue in D minor
Rachmaninov
 Piano Sonata No. 1 in D minor, Op. 28

Multi award-winning Scottish pianist 
Steven Osborne continues to delight 
audiences around the world, earning 
ecstatic reviews for his combination of 
rare technical brilliance and supreme 
musical insight. His performances of 
Rachmaninov have been praised by  
BBC Music Magazine as “playing of acute 
perception, limpid, powerful and 
luminous in equal measure.”  
 
Alongside a compelling sequence of 
a Rachmaninov Prelude, Fugue and 
Sonata, Steven presents Schubert’s 
magnificent final Sonata in which 
profound contemplation and pathos is 
beautifully balanced with moments of 
humour and exuberance.

Tickets £30/£18 concessions  
inc entry to introductory talk and Q&A session
Sponsor: Neville & Katherine Cartwright

+
POST-CONCERT: Ticket holders are invited to 
stay on for a short informal Q&A session with 
Steven immediately after the concert.

“ … artistry of a  
very rare order” 
The Telegraph



Sun 19 July, 2pm · 45 (no interval) 
Marquee
—

Scottish Vocal Ensemble
Mark Hindley conductor
—

In a programme inspired by Paxton 
House legends, this talented Edinburgh-
based choir presents enchanting music 
by Stuart Hope, Tom Cunningham, 
James MacMillan and others.

Tickets FREE ENTRY

Sun 19 July, 3.15pm · 45 min
—

National Galleries Of Scotland 
Illustrated Talk: The Scots in Italy – 
Artists & Adventurers
—
Dr Lucinda Lax Senior Curator, 
National Galleries of Scotland

Ahead of this afternoon’s concert,  
Dr Lucinda Lax follows the trail of wealthy 
18th century Scots as they headed to 
Italy in search of glamour, learning and 
companionship at the exiled Stuart court.

Tickets £5/£3 concessions available at the door

FREE ENTRY to Brook Street Band Sunday 
afternoon concert ticket holders

Sun 19 July, 4.30pm · 1hr 40 
—

Brook Street Band
—
The Grand Tour: Patrick Home of 
Paxton’s travels in Germany and Italy

JS Bach
 Trio Sonata in G BWV 1038

 Trio Sonata from ‘The Musical   
 Offering’ BWV 1079 

Geminiani
 Cello Sonata in A minor  
Handel
 Violin Sonata in G 
 Trio Sonata in E minor 
Frederick the Great
 Flute Sonata 
Telemann
 Trio Sonata in D 

The Brook Street Band presents a lively 
and entertaining ‘travelogue’ that takes us 
to Europe’s most distinguished courts and 
fashionable cities. The itinerary follows 
in the footsteps of Patrick Home, the 
commissioner of Paxton House: student 
years in Leipzig, first love at the court 
of Frederick the Great, and numerous 
Grand Tours to artist studios and Roman 
ruins throughout Italy.
The programme includes music by 
Frederick the Great, who was to play a 
crucial part in Patrick’s life, and exuberant 
works by Handel and Geminiani that bring 
an Italian flavour to the proceedings.
 
Tickets £22/£13 concessions inc entry to  
National Galleries pre-concert talk

Sat 18 July, 7.30pm · 1 hr 20 (no interval)
—

James Gilchrist Tenor
Anna Tilbrook Piano
—
Schubert Winterreise, D911

Schubert described Winterreise (‘Winter 
Journey’) to a friend as “a cycle of 
terrifying songs that please me more 
than all the rest, and in time they will 
please you too.” Wilhelm Müller’s poems 
depict a solitary individual amid nature 
at its cruellest and coldest as the singer 
descends towards personal desolation.  
It is a bleak vision, and yet James Gilchrist 
and Anna Tilbrook are renowned for 
finding warmth and piercing beauty even 
in this extraordinary dark story.

James Gilchrist is widely regarded as 
one of the UK’s leading tenors. He is 
especially celebrated for establishing  
a deep rapport with audiences in his 
spell-binding recitals.

Tickets £25/£15 concessions
Sponsor: Andrew & Hilary Walker

Sun 19 July, 11.15am · 1 hr 45 
—

MASTERCLASS 
with James Gilchrist Tenor  
& Anna Tilbrook Piano
—
James and Anna offer insights to 
aspiring singers on interpretation and 
technique, with extra tips for all on vocal 
health informed by James’ background 
in the medical profession. The session 
concludes with Beethoven’s ground-
breaking song-cycle ‘An die ferne 
Geliebte’ (‘To the distant beloved’), 
performed by James and Anna.

PARTICIPANTS: Applications to participate are 
open to all – Closing date: 5pm, Monday 1 June. 
For further details, please contact General 
Manager Elizabeth Macdonald:  
info@musicatpaxton.co.uk / 07719 702 265

Tickets £10/£6 concessions 
FREE ENTRY for accompanied children

“remarkable virtuosity on the 
part of both performers.” 
International Record Review



Wed 22 July, 7.30pm · 2hr 
—

Imogen Cooper Piano
—
Schoenberg 
 Six little Piano Pieces, Op. 19

Schubert  
 Piano Sonata No. 18 in G, D.894

Beethoven  
 Thirty-three Variations on 
 a Waltz by Diabelli, Op. 120

Tickets £25/£15 concessions inc entry to Q&A

+
POST-CONCERT: Ticket holders are invited to 
stay on for a short informal Q&A session with 
Imogen immediately after the concert.

Regarded as one of the finest interpreters 
of Classical and Romantic piano music, 
Imogen Cooper is internationally 
renowned for her virtuosity and lyricism. 
Schubert’s G major Sonata, in Imogen’s 
words, is “one of the rare completely 
serene sonatas that he wrote … with an 
overall mood of peace and luminosity.” 
Beethoven’s ‘Diabelli Variations’, 
often regarded as one of the greatest 
achievements in solo piano writing, 
were created from the unlikely basis of 
a theme that was once dismissed by the 
composer himself as a ‘cobbler’s patch’. 
This majestic piece embraces humour, 
allusion and parody, while maintaining an 
extraordinary coherence across the whole 
of its ambitious structure. 

“there can scarcely be  
any musician alive who is 
more truly loved.” 
New York Review of Books

Tue 21 July, 6.30pm · 30 min
—

Pre-concert talk:
Mendelssohn and the Grand Tour
—
Angus Smith Artistic Director,  
Music at Paxton

Angus takes a look at the impact the 
Grand Tour had on the lives and works 
of many artists, writers and musicians.  

FREE ENTRY to Gould Trio concert ticket holders

Tue 21 July, 7.30pm · 2hr 
—

Gould Piano Trio
Lucy Gould Violin
Richard Lester Cello
Benjamin Frith Piano
—
Haydn 
 Trio No. 41 in E flat minor   
 Hob. XV:31 ‘Jacob’s Dream’
Korngold 
 Piano Trio in D, Op. 1

Mendelssohn 
 Trio No. 2 in C minor, Op. 66

One of the finest Piano Trios performing 
worldwide today, the Gould bring a 
wonderful selection of pieces to Paxton. 
Haydn’s famous sense of humour is to 
the fore in his E flat minor Trio, while 
Mendelssohn’s late 2nd Trio not only 
retains the freshness of his youth but 
also captures his fascination with the 
music of both Bach and Beethoven. Erich 
Korngold is most often remembered 
as one of the great Hollywood film 
composers, but his glorious Trio, 
written when he was 13, displays all the 
sophistication that led Mahler to declare 
him to be ‘a musical genius’. 

Tickets £25/£15 concessions  
inc entry to pre-concert talk

“… a musical fire that ignites  
from the first bar.”
Washington Post on Gould Piano Trio



Sat 25 July, 5pm · 1hr (no interval) 

Folk in the Marquee
—

Eddie Seaman Pipes & Whistles
Luc McNally Voice & Guitar
—

Eddie and Luc hail from Glasgow’s vibrant 
traditional music scene. Their material is 
a delightful combination of Scottish and 
Northumbrian traditional music.

Tickets £10/£6 concessions (unreserved)  
In association with Live Music Now Scotland

Sat 25 July, 7.30pm · 2hr 
—

Elizabeth Watts Soprano
Sholto Kynoch Piano
—
Sibelius 
 Flickan kom ifran sin äsklings mote
Grieg  
 A Swan; Spring; Solveig’s Song
Richard Strauss  
 Four Last Songs
Rachmaninov  
 Lilacs; Fragment from Musset;   
 Son; Zdes Horosho; Ya zdhu tebya;  
 Oni otvetchali; Kakoye schastye.
Britten
 Sweet Polly Oliver; O waly waly;  
 Brisk Young Widow; Early one   
 morning; Oliver Cromwell

Elizabeth Watts is “now established as 
one of Britain’s leading sopranos” (The 
Guardian). A former BBC Radio 3 New 
Generation Artist, she makes frequent 
appearances at the Royal Opera House, 
the BBC Proms, and in recital at Wigmore 
Hall and the Aldeburgh Festival. Her wide-
ranging programme with pianist Sholto 
Kynoch, director of the Oxford Lieder 
Festival, features Strauss’s sublime Four 
Last Songs and a selection of Britten’s 
inimitable folk song arrangements.

Tickets £25/£15 concessions inc entry to Q&A 
Sponsor: Andrew & Celia Curran

+
POST-CONCERT: Ticket holders are invited to 
stay on for a short informal Q&A session with 
Elizabeth and Sholto.

“ 

one of the most beautiful 
voices Britain has 
produced in a generation”
International Record Review 

Thu 23 July, 7.30pm · 2hr 
—

Maxwell Quartet
Music at Paxton Associate Ensemble
Imogen Cooper Piano
—
Dvořák     
 String Quartet No. 13 in G, Op. 106 

 Piano Quintet No. 2 in A, Op. 81

We are delighted to present an exciting 
‘first’ as Imogen Cooper and the Maxwell 
Quartet combine to perform Antonin 
Dvořák’s grand Piano Quintet in A. 
Written in 1887 while the composer was 
on holiday in the Bohemian countryside 
and featuring one of the composer’s 
most irresistible folk-style tunes, the 
piece was an immediate popular success 
at its first performance. The Maxwell’s 
also plays the effervescent G major 
string quartet, a relaxed and joyful piece 
considered by some to mark the high 
point of all Dvořák’s chamber music. 

Tickets £25/£15 concessions 
Sponsor: Victor Wood

+
Late Night Extra: Following this concert the 
Maxwell Quartet will play a short folk set at the 
Pilot Inn, 31 Low Greens, Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
All welcome, FREE ENTRY.

Fri 24 July, 7.30pm · 2hr
—

Maxwell Quartet
Colin Scobie & George Smith Violin
Elliott Perks Viola
Duncan Strachan Cello
—
Haydn     
 String Quartet in G minor,  
 Op. 74 No. 3 ‘Rider’ 
Prokofiev    
 String Quartet No.1 in B minor, Op. 50

Beethoven    
 String Quartet in E flat, Op. 74 ‘Harp’ 
 

Haydn’s Op. 74 quartets were composed 
in 1793, shortly after he had returned 
to Vienna from London, and the set of 
six is characterised by striking variations 
in dynamics and increasing virtuosity. 
Beethoven’s wonderful Op.74 quartet, 
which owes its nickname to a harp-like 
musical figure in the opening movement, 
finds the composer in his most serene 
mood. Prokofiev recorded that he 
studied Beethoven’s quartets while on 
train journeys in the USA in preparation 
for writing his own inspirational and 
melodic first quartet. 

Tickets £25/£15 concessions

“brilliantly fresh, unexpected 
and exhilarating” 
The Herald on The Maxwell Quartet



Sun 26 July, 6pm · 2hr (inc 30-min interval)
—

Concerto Caledonia
Aaron McGregor & Gabi Maas violin  
Lucia Capellaro baroque cello 
David McGuinness fortepiano/director
—
Part 1: Picture Gallery
Corelli
 Trio Sonata Op. 1 No. 4   

Geminiani  
 The Broom of Cowdenknows;  
Bonny Christy and music by William  
McGibbon and Robert Mackintosh. 

Part 2: Marquee (refreshments 
included and optional dancing)
Dance music by Thomas Calvert of 
Kelso, Nathaniel Gow and from the  
Robert Bremner collection.

200 years ago to the day, the Union Chain 
Bridge connecting England and Scotland 
across the River Tweed opened just below 
Paxton House. Concerto Caledonia’s 
programme celebrates this historic feat of 
engineering with Scottish and Italian music 
that was the height of fashion in 1820. 
The second half of the concert in the 
Marquee features lively cross-border 
tunes – seating will be available and you 
are invited to relax with a drink in hand. 
There will also be a chance for any dance 
enthusiasts to join in the final numbers led 
by violinist and ‘caller’ Aaron McGregor!’

Tickets £30/£18 concessions,æ including 
refreshments in the marquee. Discounted tickets 
for Friends, Benefactors and Patrons £25/£15.

In partnership with The Friends of the Union 
Chain Bridge, and with generous support from 
an anonymous donor

“a good jamming session 
among friends on period 
instruments” 
The Herald

Sun 26 July, 3pm · 2hr 
—

Tamsin Waley-Cohen Violin
Alasdair Beatson Piano
—
Beethoven 
 Violin Sonata in A minor, Op. 23

Stravinsky
 Suite Italienne
Janáček
 Violin Sonata
Beethoven
 Violin Sonata in G, Op. 96

Tickets £22/£13 concessions

Following last year’s appearance with 
the Albion Quartet, we are delighted to 
welcome Tamsin back to Paxton House, 
this time with outstanding pianist Alasdair 
Beatson. They present fascinating 
contrasting sonatas by Beethoven, the 
early A minor work giving the piano 
particular prominence and the later G 
major sonata featuring a slow movement 
in which the players are “as close to 
paradise as one can approach in this 
world.” For contrast, Janáček’s gripping 
sonata was written as a “response to war” 
and Stravinsky’s Suite Italienne, modelled 
on his neo-classical ballet Pulcinella, is a 
joyful and uplifting work.

“Artistry incarnate”
The Sunday Times

Construction of the Union Bridge over the Tweed, by Alexander Nasmyth



How to Book
Tickets are available in advance from  
Hub Tickets: Mon to Sat 10 am – 5 pm 
0131 473 2000 / hubtickets.co.uk  
Royal Mile, Edinburgh EH1 2NE
Public booking opens Monday 20 April. 
Tickets are non-refundable and non-transferable. 

The onsite Festival box office will be located in the Marquee at Paxton 
House. Unsold tickets (cash only) will be available from one hour before 
the advertised concert, along with tickets for collection. Tickets (including 
collections) for our two Spring concerts will be available on the door to 
the Picture Gallery from one hour before the advertised concert.

Concessions are available to those under 18, in full-time education, 
registered unemployed, disabled persons and their carers/escorts. 
Regretfully, we are not able to offer concessions to senior citizens.

Priority booking opens Monday 6 April. To be eligible for priority 
booking, join the Friends from £30 p.a. Benefits include priority 
booking and invitation to April launch event. More information from 
Friends Secretary Adrienne Thunder:  
friends@musicatpaxton.co.uk / 01669 620 685

Doors, Access and Seating
Unless otherwise indicated, concerts take place in the Picture Gallery  
(up the stairs at the far side of the courtyard). Doors will open 20 minutes 
before the start of each performance. Paxton House has fully disabled 
access, although assistance may be required for wheelchair users 
wishing to use the lifts. We would encourage visitors with additional 
access requirements to let us know in advance, so that we can make  
all arrangements necessary for your comfort.

For concerts marked ‘unreserved’ seats are unallocated, and you may sit 
where you please. We regret that latecomers can be admitted only when 
there is a suitable break in the programme.

Visitor Information
In collaboration with the Paxton House 
catering team and the village pub, The Cross 
Inn, we ensure that the catering needs of 
all our visitors are taken care of. Full details 
below, including how to book.

Bring Your Own Picnic
Popular with visitors last year, the Festival 
Hub in the Marquee will be open from 5pm 
Mon-Fri, and all weekend for you to enjoy 
your picnic under cover, come rain or shine. 
Chairs and tables are available on a first-
come, first-served basis, and there are plenty 
of picnic tables within the beautiful grounds.

Onsite Dining
The Stables Tearoom will be open daily 
from 10am, serving drinks, light snacks and 
pastries. Relax in the stables or dine al fresco 
in the courtyard. The tearoom will also open 
each evening as a licensed bistro serving 
seasonal dishes using the best produce from 
across the region.  
Bookings & further info:  
01289 386 905 / paxton@ordefood.com

Dine in the Village
The Cross Inn is a popular traditional country 
pub in the heart of the village of Paxton, just 
five minutes by car from Paxton House.  
The bar is stocked with fine wines, regional 
ales and soft drinks, and menus are prepared 
using locally sourced produce where possible.

Lunch is served 12pm – 2pm with early evening 
meals available from 5pm. A pre-order service 
is available for those on a tight schedule. 
Bookings & further info: 
01289 384 877 | thecrossinn.co.uk

How To Get To Paxton House 

By road (TD15 1SZ)  
The entrance to Paxton House is on the 
B6461, opposite the junction with the B6460 
and adjacent to the village of Paxton.  
The House is signposted from the A1  
Berwick-upon-Tweed bypass, and the 
entrance is 3 miles along the B6461 on the 
left-hand side of the road. 
Please note: the Union Chain Bridge at 
Horncliffe is closed until Spring 2021.

By rail 
Berwick-upon-Tweed railway station is on  
the East Coast Main Line, served by LNER and 
CrossCountry trains. Paxton House is a ten-
minute taxi journey from the railway station.

Picture Gallery, Paxton House. Photo: Colin Hattersley



Further information
Elizabeth Macdonald, General Manager:  
07719 702 265 / info@musicatpaxton.co.uk / musicatpaxton.co.uk

/MusicatPaxton 

All details are correct at the time of going to press. We may, however, be obliged to make changes due to circumstances 
beyond our control and reserve the right to do so. In such cases, we will make every effort to notify ticket-holders as far in 
advance of the performance as possible.  Music at Paxton is registered in Scotland No. SC305241 Charity No. SC037392.

DESIGN & ILLUSTRATION: FOGBANK PROJECTS

Tickets: 0131 473 2000 / hubtickets.co.uk

#MusicatPaxton #SeeSouthScotland #ycw2020 #BariBerwick

Fri 17 July 7.30 pm
Steven Osborne, piano · Followed by Q&A
6.45pm pre-concert talk: Festival Welcome & Intro, Angus Smith 

Sat 18 July 2.30 pm Family concert: Brook Street Band (Old Parish Church, Kelso)

Sat 18 July 5 pm Sally Simpson, fiddle & Catriona Hawksworth, piano (Marquee)

Sat 18 July 7.30pm James Gilchrist, tenor & Anna Tilbrook, piano

Sun 19 July 11.15am Masterclass: James Gilchrist, tenor & Anna Tilbrook, piano

Sun 19 July 2pm Scottish Vocal Ensemble (Marquee)

Sun 19 July 3.15pm National Galleries Talk: Dr Lucinda Lax, senior curator

Sun 19 July 4.30 pm Brook Street Band

Tue 21 July 7.30pm
Gould Piano Trio 
6.30pm pre-concert talk: Mendelssohn’s Grand Tour: Angus Smith

Wed 22 July 7.30 pm Imogen Cooper, piano · Followed by Q&A

Thu 23 July 7.30 pm Maxwell Quartet & Imogen Cooper, piano

Fri 24 July 7.30pm Maxwell Quartet

Sat 25 July 5 pm Eddie Seaman, pipes/whistles & Luc McNally, voice/guitar (Marquee)

Sat 25 July 7.30 pm Elizabeth Watts, soprano & Sholto Kynoch, piano · Followed by Q&A

Sun 26 July 3 pm Tamsin Waley-Cohen, violin & Alasdair Beatson, piano

Sun 26 July 6 pm Concerto Caledonia 

Music At Paxton 2020: at a glance


